David Brearley High School
PATHWAYS TO GRADUATION

Understanding the Options:
A Guide for Student and Parents

Table of Contents

Graduation ReqUIrements ...

Options

Option [ - Traditional Path of STUAIES .....c.cccorcrmernne i nren et st s areses

Option §i = Alternative Path ..c.cereimornmeneron
Course Levels .............

Grade PrereqUISTEOS ... v cievierirve i vecrerae e re e e ve e sevave s ssssnesseerssssnns nesesssbarsstrsemeie et sus sants

Option |
Course Sequence Chart ..
Elective Course Offenngs

Course Registration and Option 1n App!lcatson Process P

Option Il Opportunitles

College Course Work for High SChool Credit ...t ieein s e ieiesssetisnisenns
Online or DIStance LEArNING v s s sians i s sesssses
Steps 10 APPIOVE] v e

Application- L] (0 Tot =3 TS O O SS

Deadlines ...

Procedures

VHS Course Offerlngs
Abbreviated Schedule

PYOCEUUIE ettt ersesecr e e b e s ser e s bve st s s senseesbe onbobe budorbastebbesberhbts snberaneses rhesterhs srsnssss

DEAAIINES v s e

T [ b aée e it

----------------------------------------------

......................................................




Graduatlon Requirements
In order for a student to graduate and receive a high schoo! diploma from David Brearley High School, he/she must:

> Class of 2014 must fulfill the following minimum 155 credit graduation requirement
English , At least 20 credits; one per year-
F

SCIence - . At Ieast 15 credtts e

'Atfeast 5 cred;ts per year enrolled
thctedisaii s i

121 Centu_ry Llfe & Careers

EE?;L

stal Minimum Credit Requlreme 120

> Pass the New Jerse hlh schoot assessment tests

Options

A student may meet the credit requirement through one or a combination of options or pathways that follow.

. Option | (Traditional Path of Studies)
A student earns credits by successful completion of the required courses above. Credits are awarded
for student participation in a class perfod of instruction. This is called “in-the-seat” class time. A class
that meets routinely for one 40 minute period for a full year yields 5 credits.

IIl.  Option ll {Alternative Path)
This option permits a student to earn credits in a more personalized and independent manner — rather
than “in-the-seat.” Option il offers alternative paths io credits that meet or exceed the Core Curriculum
Content Standards and are based on student interest or career goals. Examples included
independent studies, distant or online learning, successful complstion of an accredited college course,
and successful completion of an accredited high school course taken outside of DBHS. Option Il -
requires an application and pre-approval from the principal to ensure that student achievement meets
or exceeds the standards. Before credits can be awarded, students must pass appropriate
assessments.
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Honors Courses

Course Levels

Honors courses are enriched; they offer the same material as a regular class but in greater depth and with a faster
pace. Honors courses emphasize critical and independent thinking to produce creative application of ideas.

Advanced Placement Courses
AP Classes are college-level courses and exams.

Students will engage in intense discussions, solve problems

collaboratively, and learn to write clearly and persuasively. Students are required to take an AP Exam at the end of

each course and must pay the cost of the exam.

Grade Requirements

Grade Prereqguisites

Students who desire to enroll in Honors or Advanced Placement (AP) courses must meet the following criteria:

Currently Enrolied In

Academy
Honors
Honors
Regular
Regutar
Regular
Core

Would Like to Enroll in

Academy

Honors

Advanced Placement
Honors

Advanced Placement
Core

Core

Grade Needed

82

85

88

80

95

65-72 Partially Proficient
Partially Proficient
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Course Registration and Option Il Application

Course registration and Option il application are related but different procedures.

Registration: A student interestéd in applying for Option I must participate in the traditional course
registration at high school by following the timeframe put forth in the David Brearley High Schoot Course
Catalog. This ensures that the student has been enroiled in the courses of his/her choosing and does not risk
the student being closed out of a desired or needed course. The period for course registration is generally

January — February.

Option I Applicdtion: Then, following the timeframe set forth in this Pathways for Graduation Guide, a
student would apply for Option Il. If approved, the student's schedule will be adjusted accordingly. There are

fimelines for Option Il Application — with very firm deadlines.

Option Il Opportunities

College Course Work for High School Credit (grades 11-12)
High school students may choose to enroll in college level work at an accredited college or university for both
colfege and high school credit (called dual credit).
Purpose: Taking college course work while in high school enablies a student to begin post-secondary
study in an interest area or in a potential career path while simultaneously meeting the high school
graduation requirements,
Patticipating Institutions: Union Caounty Bridge Program
Cost: Parents/students are o assume responsibility of the tuition as set by the college/university.
Transportation: Parents/students are to assume transportation responsibilities.
Application Process. Course of study from accrediled instifufion must be attached to the Option Il
Application; a separate application is required for participating collegesfuniversities.
Prerequisite; Students must have a B average and meet the minium SAT Scores requirements (540
Criticat Reading; 530 Math)
Proof of Experience: Course of study from accredited institution; transcript
Assessment: Student must successfully pass the end of course assessment as required by the

cotlegefuniversity.

Grading:
¢ Grade is recorded. ‘
+ Credits are counted toward graduation requirements (3-cradit college course = 5 credit high
school course).
s Course and grade are listed on student’s transcript.

*» Grade is not included in GPA.

Online or Distance Learning (grades 8-12)
Online or distance learning courses may be taken from an accredited institution.
Purpose: Taking online courses enables a student to take courses that are not currently offered at
DBHS. ,
Participating Institutions: Virtual High School
Application Process: Course of study from Virtual High School must be attached to the Option I

Application; teacher recommendation is required; Virtual High School Coordinator approval required
Proof of Experience: Course of study from VHS; transcript; final exam
Assessment. Student must successfully pass the end of course assessment as required by Virtual
High School.
Grading:

s+ Grade is recorded.

¢ Credits are counted toward graduation requirements.

+» Course and grade are listed on student's transcript.

¢ Grade is included in GPA.

Steps to Approval

Eligibility (with NO exceptions

Option Il opportunities only apply to specific grade leveals.

T{Page




Application Process

Option Il only cccurs after 8‘h grade
Option II applicants must meet all publlshed dates and deadllnes
Option Il must be pre-approved.

Applications must have all required signatures.

Students who plan on pursuing credits outside the traditional DBHS program must submit the Option li Application to
Application forms may be obtained from the school counselors or online at the

the Supervisor of Guidance.
Counseling Department’s home page at

Deadlines

www .kenilworthschools.com. The Credit Committee will review the
application and make a decision based on the student's rationale and the criteria outlined.

If your proposed course
work will take place in:

Your application is due
on:

You wiH be notified by:

You must submit your
proof of experience by:

March 1, 2013

April 2013

June 15, 2014

School Year 2013-2014

+

Procedures

1.

The student completely fills out the application, attaches any additional information that will assist in the
decision making process, obtains all required signatures, and returns the application to his/her school

counselor prior to the due date.

The counselor checks the paperwork, dlscusses the application with the student, and forwards the materials to

The Supervisor of Guidance sets a date for the Credit Committee and informs the members.

The Principal, with the Credit Comimittee, examines the application based on the siudent’s rationale and the

The Principal's secretary sends notification of the decision (approval/disapproval) to the student and
parent/guardian, and notifies the assistant superintendent. A student may appeal the decision.

8 the Supervisor of Guidance.
3.
4.
criteria outlined in the instructions.
5.
8.

If approved, the student completes the work during the time specified above. The student provides the

Supervisor of Guidance with the proof of experience by the dates indicated.

8|Page
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Abbreviated Schedules
Seniors may request to have the opportunity to have an abbreviated schedule if they are academically on target for
June graduation. Counselors can provide students with the required application.

Abbreviated schedules are designed to allow to students to take Carnegie unit classes to fulfil graduation
requirements; electives courses and those elective classes selected by students may not be offered when students opt

for an abbreviated schedule.

Procedure
Students have been informed of the following rules governing this change in schoo! procedure.

1 Scheduling of pupils cannot be done to accommodate those wanting a late arrival/early dismissal. Only those
students whose schedule happens to produce elective offerings at the beginning/ending of the day can be
given this option,

0 Students who have not taken or have taken and not passed the HSPA, must enroll in the AHSA course which
is offered only during period 5. T

Deadlines

Your letter is due on; You will be notified by:
March 1, 2013 May 1, 2013
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