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Why Admissions Tests
Matter
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Test Taking Timeline

fall Sophomore Spring Sophomore  Fall Junior ' Spring funior - Fall Senkor
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Why Admissions Tests Matter

*Accordingto a Nafional Associadion for Colege Admission Counseling shudy.
** %o, Meflssa, "Job Hunting? Dig Up Those Old SAT Seores.” The Woll Street Joumnal. Dove Jones & Company. March 25, 204, Apel 9, 2014,
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An Overview:
PSAT, SAT, and ACT
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A Primer: PSAT, SAT, and ACT

PSAT

= Used for scholarships

" Can only officially be taken once

B Taken in October of junior year

® Helps prepare students for the SAT
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New PSAT/NMSQT Overview

m Timing 2 haurs, 45 minutes
& — Aligned with the New 5A’l’, and almost
S Structure the same length

No Essay

% No guessing penalty

s = Now scored on a scale of 1520
!EI Scoring ¥ Evidence-Based Reading & Writing
¥ Math
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A Primer: PSAT, SAT, and ACT

SAT & ACT

e Used for college admissions

Used for scholarships + merit-based grants
Can retake several times

Colleges accept both tests!

Usually taken Spring of junior year + Fall of
senjor year
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SAT {Post March 2016) Overview

N L. 3 hours, 50 minutes
Q Timing including 50 minute essay

+  Now scored on a scale of 1600
¥ Evidence-Based Reading & Writing
. v Math
i !E Scoring » New optional Essay scored separately
+  No wrong answer penaity
+ 4 answer cholces
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SAT Qverview

Evidence-based
Reading &
Writing Section

AN

“N ot

Reading and Writing combined

Reading details:

No sentence completions

Passage toplcs Include US and World Literature,
Histary/Sacial Studies, and Sciences (500 - 750 words}
65 minutes

Writing and Language details:
Foeus okt extended prose {400 - 580 words)
35 minttes
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SAT Overview

Section

AN

SN

Three areas of concentrated focus:
Prohlem solving and data analysis

“The Heart of Algebra”

“Passport to Advanced Math”

Math fluency emphasized
25 minutes / 20 questions without a Calculator
55 minutes / 38 questlons with a Calculator

Grid-In questions
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ACT Overview

ﬁ Timing _

3 hours, 25 minutes
- Including 40 minute essay

8 l! Scoring

+ Scored on a scale from 136
average score from four test sections:
¥ English
¥ Math
¥ Reading
v Science
< QOptional Essay scored separately
+  Nowrong answer penalty
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ACT Sections

(4

English

oy

45 minutes / 75 questions

Evaluate the structure of various passages:
»  Usage/Mechanics/Grammar

» Rhetorical skills / organizing text

Mathematics

60 minutes / 60 questions
+ Large focus on Algebra and Geometry
+  Afew Trigonometry questions

35 minutes / 40 questions

Readmg ' + Compare and contrast paired passages
. 35 minutes / 40 questions
H IE Science + Data interpretation and analysis
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Optional Essays on the SAT and ACT

»  Essayis optional
1 50 min on SAT, 40 min on ACT

/ ")
Essa
’§ Y Asks students to write a timed essay on a given
- topic, integrating text content
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Reading Passage Topics
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Math Skills Tested

New SAT
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SAT vs. ACT: Common Misconceptions

Myth!

The ACT Is éési_er than the SAT - : R s KRSE Myth!

Mythl

ICAPLAN ) TEST PREP

116117




119117

SAT and ACT: Top 5 Key Differences

1. The SAT has a greater focus on History & Soclal Studles
passages, while the ACT requires more Science reading,

2. Both focus on Algebra, but the SAT has a greater emphasis
on Data Analysis & Problem Salving.

3. Both essays are optional, but the SAT essay requires
additional text analysis.

4, The SAT has a No Cafculator Math sectlon.

5, The SAT Math section has grid-in questions.
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Your Scores
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PSAT & SAT Scoring: How Do They Compare?

900

1200

Composite Score Range

1500
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Cross-Test Scores

2 Cross-Test Scores:
4. Analysis in History/Soclal Sciences
2, Analysis in Science '

Scores will reflect how students -
~ perform on specific questions across
- Math and Evidence-Based Reading
and Writing that are tied to . '
History/Social Studies and Science
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Subscores

1-156
7

» Reading and Writing & Language: .
v Command of Evidence
+ Relevant Words in Context

= Writing & Language: -
. v Expression of ldeas
v - Standard English Conventions

Math S
- ¥ The Heart of Algebra

v Passport to Advanced Math
¥ Problem Solving and Data Analysis
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Your Scores {cont.)
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National Merit
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Next Steps
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Your Guestion-Level Feedback
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Setting yourself up for success: SAT & ACT

Your Next Steps

= PSAT in October for National
Merit Qualificatlon

critical year!
® Research admissions

and safety schools
= Prepare for the SAT or ACT
® Take AP and Subject Tests

» Focus on Academics — thisis a

requirements for target, reach,

» Take the SAT and/or ACT for the
last time

=Take AP and Subject Tests
=Request recommendation letters
*Complete college applications
uFifl out FAFSA

s Research scholarships

*Keep your grades upl
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Next Steps and Resources

A Free Practice Test — learn what bniiﬁe at w'ww kaptest.com
" the SAT/ACT Is like s

SAT Change Resources
www.kaptest.com/satchange

Where Do i Register for the SAT/ACT?
www,collegeboard.caom
www.act.org

SAT/ACT Resources

Your College Counselors
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Thank You!

Ryan DeGuzman, Pre-College Programs Manager
ryan.dequzman@kaplan.com
973-845-8855

Feel free to contact me, visit kaptest.com/satchange,
or call 1-800-KAP-TEST for additional resources, classes, and
information about the New SAT and ACT.
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